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SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES AMENDMENT (DEBT AND DEFICIT REMEDIATION) BILL 2017 

476. Mr J.N. CAREY to the Minister for Public Sector Management: 
I refer to the government’s commitment to ensure all Western Australians share the burden of fixing the financial 
mess left by the previous government. 
(1) How will the Salaries and Allowances Amendment Bill ensure that members of Parliament and senior 

bureaucrats play their part in fixing the finances? 
(2) Why does this legislation need to be brought on urgently? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1) The government has introduced a new wages policy for public sector workers of $1 000 per annum. This 

is a key budget repair measure and will deliver savings to the state budget of approximately $500 million 
over the forward estimates. We are requesting that public sector workers, who work very hard and do 
a good job in difficult circumstances across Western Australia, share in the process of fixing the state’s 
budget. That includes nurses, teachers, police officers, public sector workers, rangers and the like across 
Western Australia. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This is a fair policy to deal with the situation confronting the state. In order to set the right 
example and deliver additional budget savings, we are bringing in legislation to freeze the pay of members of 
Parliament, ministers, judges, the Governor, the Corruption and Crime Commission director and a range of senior 
public servants in Western Australia. This measure will save in excess of $16 million over the next four years. The 
freeze — 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, seriously! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the third time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This is a good example being set by members of this place and senior people on relatively 
good incomes across Western Australia that we need to lead the way in repairing the state’s budget. It will ensure 
significant savings. Whenever issues are raised by members of the public sector workforce about the pay 
arrangement for themselves, at least we as people in this house have set the right example. We will ensure that no 
back pay is provided for in the legislation, so when the freeze ends in July 2021, the Salaries and Allowances 
Tribunal will not be permitted to put in place back pay arrangements. 
(2) It is urgent because the SAT has the capacity to put in place different remuneration arrangements and to 

come up with determinations that do not reflect the government’s policies. That is why we need to pass 
this legislation as soon as possible. We hope that the opposition—the Liberal Party and the 
National Party—will support this important budget repair measure because it sets the right example by 
members of Parliament, senior public servants and judges for the remainder of the public sector. 
I note that in the private sector many people have had their pay cut and many people have not seen a pay 
rise for a considerable period. I would like all those people who work hard and pay their taxes across 
Western Australia to see that those of us in this Parliament are setting the right example in budget repair 
and making sure that we do the right thing by the people of this state. I call upon the Liberal and 
National Parties to support this legislation when it comes before the Parliament. It will come before the 
Parliament this week and we expect their support. 
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